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j  Sundry  of  examination  ofi- 
Otfcupation: 

Address:  Pr.nghei  Bazaar,  Nantu,  Tr.v/ngpong 

State,  N,S.S. 

Duly  sworn  states:  I  era  35  yeers  of  ego,  of  Moslem 

netlonality  born  at  PAMOOR,  India, 
end  permanently  residing  above  address 
[During  the  Jcpanese  occupation  of 
i  Kcntu,  I  was  engeged  in  trading 
[  nerchf.ndice  botween  Nemtu  and  Loshio. 

Owing  to  the  Allied  Air  Raids  In  the 
latter  pert  of  1944,  I  shifted  my  hone  from  Penghai  Bazaar  to 
MUNMONE  village . 

| -  Between  3  end  4  an  on  the  27th  January 

I  1945,  seven  Japanese  soldiers  fron  Nantu,  cane  to  the  village, 

•  and  effected  my  arrest,  rlong  with  the  undermentioned  three 

•  persons :- 

(1)  A*  AZIZ,  Punjab  Moslem. 

(2)  RAMAN,  Ma.laya.ln  Hindu. 

(3)  K.  EBRAHIK,  Moslem. 

.  t  . 

!  The  Jrpaneso  explained  that  their  senior  officer,  wanted  us,  as 
;  he  had  some  work  for  us  to  do,  and  that  we  would  be  released  very 
.  soon. 

I 

We  were  taken  ebout  two  miles  from 
the  village,  end  there  asked  to  sit  down  end  wait  in  the  Jungle, 
under  the  guard  of  two  Japanese  soldiers.  The  other  four  Japanese 
went  away  into  the  Junglo  end  after  about  15  minutes  they  returned 
with  another  twenty-five  Indiens,  plus  about  ton  more  Japanese, 

Wo  wore  kept  there  for  ebout  thre  house,  and  at  the  end  of  that 
tine,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  Indians  had  been  likewiso 
arrested# 

At  about  6  a.n#  wo  were  lined  up 
end  marched  too the  R*C.  Church  at  Nemtu,  whore  on  arrival  I  saw 
appro:  imately  cnothcr  400  Indians,  ell  of  whom  had  their  hands 
tied  behind  their  bocks.  On  entering  the  Church  compound,  I  was 
immediately  searched,  and  my  gold  wrist  watch  wes  taken  fron  me, 
after  which  I  was  trussed  up  with  my  hands  tied  behind  my  back. 

All  the  others  who  bad  been  arrested  with  me,  were  given  similar 
treatment,  after  which  we  wero  placed  in  the  church.  At  this 
tine  I  noticed  that  two  machine  guns  had  been  mounted  therein  and 
they  were  covering  us.  As  we  started  to  talk  amongst  ourselves, 
one  of  tho  Japanese  soldiers  shouted  at  us,  end  et  the  same  tine 
fired  c.  shot  in  the  air  from  his  rifle#  • 
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Par.e. 

—  At  about  30  a.n.  thct  morning  c 

Javanese  officer,  wcrring  a  v/hitc  topee  rnd  dre.-.-sed  in  civilian 
clothes  accompanied  by  an  Indian  interpreter  named  BALAKhlSlfidAtf. 
came  to  the  church  end  lectured  us  to  the  effect  "Thct  you  peopie 
hcvo  been  requested  on  several  occasions  to  work  for  the  Jcpanese, 
but  instead  you  thought  fit  to  run  cwey  into  the  Jungle,  hence 
lit  can  only  bo  assumed  from  your  actions,  that  you  ore  not  willing 
!to  co-opercte  with  the  Japanese,  but,  instead  ore  anxiously 
jcwaiting  the  return  of  the  British.  In  view  of  this  I  have  had 
■you  all  arrestod,  and  I  am  going  to  punish  you.  At  the  present 
•moment  you  are  only  suffering  a  little,  but  the  real  consequences 
jhavc  yet  to  follow,  and  you  shell  find  them  out  later." 

For  the  remainder  of  the  dcy,  we  were 
, kept  locked  up  in  the  Church,  without  food  or  water,  and  although 
|  sevcrcl  requests  were  made  for  water,  this  was  completely  ignored. 
We  were  not  even  allowed  to  go  out  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
[nature,  and  as  our  hends  wore  tied  behind  our  backs,  this  had  to 
;  be  done  Just  where  we  sat.  After  a  few  hours  the  stench  was 
unbearable. J 

At  about  8  p.m.  thct  night,  three 
Japanese  Military  trucks  heavily  guarded  arrived  at  the  Church, 
and  together  with  about  twenty  nine  others,  I  witnessed  then  being 
loaded  up  with  men,  thirty  to  a  truck,  but  I  still  could  not  find 
out  where  these  men  were  being  taken  to. 

*  P*om  this  time  onwards,  mostly  at 

night  time,  I  witnessed  these  trucks  coming  end  going,  always 
loaded  with  about  twenty  or  thirty  Indians,  on  each  outward  trip, 
but  returning  empty,  • 

;  ~~~  At  about  1  c.m.  on  the  30th  January, 

1944,  in  company  with  my  three  friends  named  above,  and  Doctor 
I  THRPEDAh,  I  was  handed  into  a  Militery  truck,  and  we  wore  token  to 
!  Hsipaw,  where  we  arrived  at  about  3  e.m.  On  arrival  there  we 
j  were  taken  to  the  Hsipaw  State  Military  Barracks,  and  in  a  room 
J  12'  x  8',  we  were  pocked  into  same,  along  with  twenty  six  others. 

The  spcce  wes/llmited,  that  we  practically  had  to  lie  on  top  of 
I  one  cnother.  further  more,  we  were  ell  sccntly  dressed,  and  the 
1  cold  was  intense. 

I  remained  in  this  camp  for  one 

month  end  two  days,  and  during  thct  time  I  was  not  once  allowed 
to  leave  this  room.  The  daily  diet  consisted  of  a  small  bell  of 
rice  twice  c  dcy,  with  no  salt,  no  vegetable  end  only  a  minimum 
of  water.  The  rice  was  invariably  half  cooked,  end  on  some 
occasions  it  was  uneatable,  as  it  was  dirty  and  sour.  We  were  not 
allowed  to  leave  the  room  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  nature,  and 
as  the  Japanese  had  made  no  arrangements  for  this  we  had  to  break 
c  hole  in  the  floor  which  we  psed  os  a  latrine.  After  three  or  foi 
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days,  the  place  became  disgusting  end  nauseating,  end  things  go¬ 
to  such  o  stcte  eventuelly  thet  it  was  quite  common  to  sec  nagotv 
crawling  cround  the  room.  There  wes  no  senitetion  whatsoever, 
end  we  were  left  thore,  in  conditions  worse  then  thet  accorded 
.  to  pigs. 


,  After  seventeen  days  in  this  room, 

;  deny  of  the  men  were  sick,  end  we  had  our  first  death.  The 
victim,  in  this  instance  a  Mr.  C.  HEK00,  who  hed  very  bad  dysenter. 

;  and  although  repeated  attempts  were  made  to  have  the  Japanese 
:  accord  him  medical  treatment  this  was  ignored.  Just  before  he 
j  died  he  wes  in  terrible  agony  but  we  cculd  do  nothing,  end  his 
I  scroams  for  water  could  be  heerd  ell  over  the  camp.  At  this 
time  he  wes  removed  by  the  Japanese  to  another  room,  which  was 
kept  specially  for  such  case,  i.e,  persons  who  wore  about  to 
die,  and  after  throe  days,  I  saw  his  body  being  carried  out  by 
•  four  other  Indians  from  another  cell,  and  thrown  into  a  bomb  crate 
ei  the  side  of  the  house.  The  body  was  not  covered  up,  but  left 
exposed  to  the  view  of  everyone.  Prior  to  this  I  had  seen  many 
similar  instances  of  bodies  being  disposed  of  in  the  same  way, 
as  the  room  in  which  I  was  confined  was  quite  close  to  this  bomb 
crater.  The  stench  was  indescribable. 

A  few  days  later  a  Japanese  officer 
came  into  the  cell,  enquiring  for  cooks,  clerks,  house-boys 
i  etc.  end  at  this  time  Doctor  THAPEDAE  protested  very  strongly 
about  the .conditions,  explaining  that  he  was  a  doctor,  end  that  ii 
all  his  life,  he  had  nover  seen  humans  beingstreeted  such  as 
they  were  being  treated  then.  Ho  pleaded  with  this  officer  thet 
something  be  done  about  it,  end  pointed  out  the  deaths  etc.  that 
were  taking  place.  This  officer  listened  to  him  for  e  few  moment- 
and  then  grebbing  hold  of  his  shirt  dregged  him  outside  the  cell, 
and  handed  him  over  to  a  Japanese  soldier,  who  likewise  dragged 
him  away.  That  was  the  lest  I  sew  of  Doctor  THAPEDAE,  but  I 
subsequently  learned  that  he  had  been  kicked  to  doath  by  whom, 
or  under  what  circumstances,  I  cannot  say. 

By  this  tine  the  death  role  was 

mounting  day  by  dey,  not  in  my  room,  but  I  could  see  then  being 
thrown  into  the  pit  sometimes  as  many  as  three  or  four  a  day. 

On  one  occasion  I  sow  some  Indians  ask  for  water  to  wash  their 
hands  after  handling  dead  bodies  but  instead  they  were  beaten  almc 
to  the  point  of  death,  with  the  butts  of  rifles.  I  do  not  know 
the  names  of  those  Indians,  end  I  cannot  say  what  eventuelly 
happened  to  then.  \ 

- - - r-  At  c^,out  xi  pm  on  the  2nd.  March, 

194-5,  together  with  twenty  nine  others,  I  was  removed  from  the 
j  cells  and  put  on  a  truck,  which  was  heavily  guarded  by  Japanese 
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soldiors.  We  trovelled  ell  night  down  the  Taunggyi  road,  and  ac 
dcy  break  we  stopped  in  the  Jungle  near  a  Japanese  camp,  where 
we  remained  all  day  on  account  of  allied  air  attacks.  That  iiigni 
wo  were  again  put  in  trucks,  and  taken  further  down  the  Taunggyl 
road,  to  a  village  named  NAHMLONG,  where  on  the  third  day  whilst 
working  on  the  construction  of  a.  Dcnbco  bridge.  I  managed  to 
escape  along  with  two  other  Indians  named  GOVANDAM,  and  I  forget 
the  name  of  the  second. 


On  my  return  to  Mantu,  on  the 

23rd.  March,  1944,  I  learned  that  the  three  men  who  were  arrested 
with  me  had  not  yet  returned,  and  I  later  learned  that  all  of  them 
had  died,  whilst  in  the  hends  of  the  Japanese. 


In  regard  to  the  Japanese  mentioned 
by  me  in  this  statement,  I  feel  sure  that  if  confronted  tolth 
then,  I  could  immediately  identify  then,  even  down  to  the  guards. 


this  statement. 


I  have  nothihg  further  to  add  to 


/s/  K.  NANOO 
Signature • 


Interpreter 


I  certify  that  I  have  duly 


translated  the  cbove  summary  to  the  witness  in  his  own  language, 
prior  to  his  signature  which  appears  cbove. 


/s/  A.  C.  Qunaran 
Interpreter 


Sworn  before  me  (Signature)  John  Crighton 

(Rank)  Captain 

(Description)  No.  2  C.  I.  Teem 


Detailed  to  examine  the  above  by  order  of  the  Connander-in-Chief 
Allied  Land  Forces,  South  East  Asia. 


CERTIFIED  TRUE  COFY 


/s/  JOHN  CRIGHTON 
No.  2  W.C.IaT. 
12/9/46. 
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